
Icebreaker
On Sunday, we looked at the scheming of both Rebekah and Jacob. Are you 
more often the person doing the scheming or the person schemed against?

Genesis 25:19-28
After seeing so many genealogies in Genesis, it’s shocking to see such a short 
one. What’s more shocking is that Isaac doesn’t even get top billing in his own 
genealogy. Through Moses, God is indicting Isaac as a relatively inactive man. 
How does his inactivity set the stage for later problems?

How do you think the favoritism of the parents affected Jacob and Esau?

Genesis 25:29-34
What motivated Jacob? What motivated Esau? What would you have done if you 
were in either of their shoes?

Genesis 26:34-27:17
What signs do you get that Rebekah had been planning this for a while?

Since God had told Rebekah that the younger would be the one in charge, do 
you think she was acting from noble motives here? Why or why not?

Genesis 27:42-28:9
How did the scheme affect Esau? How did it affect Jacob?

Did this scheme affect the promise?

This moment is the last time we hear about Rebekah. Not even her death is 
mentioned later on. What do you think God is trying to teach through that?

The Root Issue - Genesis 25:21
Somehow, Rebekah and Jacob had forgotten that God was the source of their blessings. 
They didn’t need to resort to scheming and deception to walk in the promise. The God who 
opened her womb could take care of his promise. However, that God was also willing to let 
these people take matters into their own hands if they wanted to.

What do you think of these final three thoughts?

✴ God does not help those who help themselves.
✴ Whenever I think I’m on my own, I am.
✴ But God never gives up.
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